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Registry Russian State and ecclesiastical property in Palestine 


Number he 2091/4 2091/31 
: * Refers to Foreign Office letter of the Srd 
FROM Colonial Office! November (E 6351/4262/31-43). ; 

Eneloses copy of despatch No. CF/577/89 of the 
Blet Vecember from the High Commissioner for Palestine 
regarding Russian State and ecclesiastical property 

é seis, , | in Palestine, and a copy of a memorandum concernin 
, Dated gist March, 1944) oO ontain jegal issues involved. Suggests that, as tie 
Received \ hath k, 1944 question of recognition of claims by the Soviet 
in Registry a Government ana the kussian Orthodox Church to’ 

: propaty in Palestine has not yet been raised, it would 
Palestine and seem pointless to carry the discussi ons further at the 
_ Trans jordan. ; moment. 
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nunications on this subject 
addressed to :— 
DER-SECRETARY OF 
STATE, 


4 
and the following number quoted : 


eal 


—_—T 


Tae SRF 


g/ Ware, 19 


ee ‘ “4 Ape 4 
“3° atm directed. by APR 194d 
Colonel Oliver Stanley to refer to 
your istter of the Srd November, 
1943, and to transmit to you, to 
pe ‘Lata before Mr. Secretary Eden, 

a copy of a despatch which has 
been received from the High 
Commissioner regarding: Russian 
State and ecclesiastical property 
in Palestine. 


Be I am also to enclose a 
memorandum prepared in this Office 
concerning certain legal issues 
involved. ne : 


Be Subject to the consideration 
of these issues, Colonel Stanley 
would. not wish to make any 
objection” to. the recognition of 
valid claims by the Soviet 
Governinent and the Russian 


/orithodox | 


THE UNDER. SECRETARY.OF STATE | 
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ovthoddx Church to the-properties if 


“the question .is.raised by ‘them, - 


But, as it would appear that up. to 
the present. this..question has ‘not 
been a0. raised, Colonel: Stanley 
doubts whether any useful: purpose 
would: be served. by. carrying the 
discussions further for- the. moment. 


Sir... 


Your. mest obedient servant , 
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Memorandum rélating to the legal issues involved 
in any claim, either by the Soviet.Government or 
the. Russian Orthodox Chureh, to the Russian State 
and ecclesiastical property in Palestine, as. 
defined in paragraph 2 of the High Sommissioner's 
despatch of the 31st December: 191-3. 


With regard to the property registered 
under the name of the Imperial Russian Government, 
it is agreed that there is no apparent ground upon 
which the claim of the Soviet Government should 
pe resisted. It is, However, implied in 
paragraph 6 of the Foreign office letter of the 
3ra November, 4194.3, that the Russian Orthodox 
Church has some claim to this property, put it is 
not clear that this ‘is the case. 

With regard to the property registered 
in the names of, or in the possession of, .the 
Russian Ecclesiastical Mission and the Palestine 
Orthodox Society, it is necessary to: consider (1) 
the title of the present possessors or registered 
owners and (2) the title of the claimants. 


With regard to (1) it is assumed that 


/ the 


ae 


the Palestine Orthodox Society 1 the same body 
as the Russian Palestine Society referred to in 
Paragraph 1 of the Foreign office Memorandum of 
45th December, 1939-6 According to paragraph 6 
of the High Commissioner's despatch of 10th 
November, 1939, the two associations were then 
unable to prove their title, but this difficulty 
ioe now have been removed. It appears from 
paragraph 1 of the Foreign Office Memorandum 
mentioned above that, by virtue of 4 Soviet 
Decree of 1918, the Russian Palestine Society 
was wound up, but if it is not a corporation this 
would not seem to atfect it in Palestine. So 
far as registered property is concerned, it may 


pe that registration is sufficient proof of 


RECORD OFFICE 
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title. 


With regard to (2), whilst the views 
expressed in paragraph, 2 of the High Commissioner's 
despatch of 3Zist December, 1943, may pe accepted 
in principle, it is not clear what arrangements 
it is intended should be made. Presumably the 
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purposes set out in Section 4-of ‘the Administration 
of Russian Properties Ordinance -(No.31 of 1926). 
pear some relationship to the ‘trusts to which the 
property is subject. If itis held .on behalf 

of the Church, the proposal to admit the claim, 

of the Church may involve either the appointment 
of a new trustee or an arrangement that the 
property should be used for the benefit. of the 
Church while’ still in possession of, or registered 
in the name of, the present cpustes.. The Church 
as such could, presumably , not become the‘ legal 
owner unless it isa corporation. 


’ 


According to para. 1 of the Foreign 


Office Menorandum of 1939, under the Soviet - 


Deeree of 1918 the property of oth bodies. was 
vested it’ the Soviet Russian state, presumably 
as both legal and: beneficia owner, but it. 
appears that the Decree can have no effect in 


relation to immo able ‘property in Palestine or 


/ £19107 


£49107 ‘A.c2262: in re Russian Bank for Foreign 
Trade /193371.Ch.745 at pages 767-8;. Lorentzen 
v Lydden & Go. /{9427 2 K.B. 202)6 

In. any evént, it seems that Ordinance 
No. 31. of 1926 would: have to. be' repealed or 
amended and legal difficulties can be removed 
at the same time, so far as this is considered 
desirable. 

Finally the High Commissioner, in the 
last papagraph of his despatch of 31st December, 
1943, states that, if the Russian Ecclesiastical 

Mission and the Palestine Orthodox Society refuse 
to accept the control of the Russian Chureh and 
Patriarch, the dispute "wovld have to be 

‘ad judicated in. accordance with the procedure of 
the Palestine -(Holy Places) Order in Council, 
1.924" - Presumably he is referring to Article 3 
of that Order, but -that--only-enables the High 


Commissioner to decide whether any .cause..or 
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matter is one within the ‘terms of: the preceding 
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article, namely, whether it is one in which the 


Palestine courts have no jurisdiction. It 


not laid down how the actual cause or matter is 
to be determined, In so far as Holy Places {0 
concerned, Article 14 


of the Mandate requires a 
special 


Conmission to be appointed for that pur- 
pose, but in other respects there is no apparent 


reason in law why the jurisdiction of the courts 


should not be restored. ‘Indeed, they would ‘ 


appear to have jurisdiction already with regard 


to movables, since the Order in Council relates 


only to Holy Places ana religious buildings and 


sites and claims relating to different religious 


communities, The appropriate religious court 


may have jurisdiction under Article 54(3) of 
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ROUTE 10.) 
eaies Gane >| Decaibers1945. 


Ree . i wens eed 
REFERENCE NG. {S77 / 39 
Sir, 
pene J / 
; With reference to your seeret despateh No.47? 

- of the 26th ‘Nevember, 1943, I have the honcur-to inform you 
that no further news has pean received of the préposed | 
“visit to Palestine of a representative of thé Soviet Conez2 
‘General at Istanbul to which: véeference is made in paragraph 1 
of ‘your despateh and in paragraph 5 of: the letter from the 
Foreign Office enclosed therewith. in this’ connection 
please see my s¢ % saving telegram No.$42 of the Lath 
“November, 1943.05" sot 

: L have op knevleage ofan impending visit to this 
county of an:emissary of the Rus an Opthode: Patriareh in 
the: Soviet Union: which is mentioned: in. paragraphs. 1. and 2 of 
the Foreton Office letter, but-.attach a copy Of an, extract 
from’ "Le, Bourse-Egyptienne” of the lgth: Getober. lest which 
wes forwarded to. Er. Anthony Eden, by. His ta jesty's Minister : 
in Cairo umer cover of his despateh No. 940_ (1720/24/45) of the 
19th October. gab euere yo Metis, 
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(|. With wegerd te Russian Stete and écclesiasticn! 


property. in Palestine, Iam adviged that the position is as 
follows:~ i : : 
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oe : Russian properties im. Palesting fali unger three 
header oS Se fe iad pag ee 
(ay those registered under the name of the Imperial 
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: sien Government (such as the maternity section 
of the Government hospital in Jerusalem) ; / 


(b) thése registered in the name of or in the possession 
- OF She’ inn Ecclesiastical liiesion; ‘ank 


(e) those registeped in the nams of ov in the possession 
of the Palestine Orthodex Society. 
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It can be said. that the Palestine Governuent never 
claimed the ownership of any of these properties, but of a 
Thé Right Honourable : 
‘Gltyer FG. Stanley, PeGey eGo iiePeg 
His Wajesty'’s Principal Seeretary of State far the Colonies. 
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the ae 
resukt of contusion. thet existed as a, consequence of the. - 
Russian ‘Revolution, Goveran@nt byead Avigg he responei bility 
of sdministering then ed devoting the indome. therefrom - j 
ag neaFly a8 possible to the purposes tg whateh: +6: had. always 
peen devoted. I would invite your attention to the - 
Administration of Russian Properties Ordinance 3 


{No.3 of 1926). 


: ‘ : als aed. that from the tine 
a the Sovies Government, 
operties as. the 
Government. 


politieat 


Q Government. now 
T would suggest 
ernment e a claim 
a. by the 
, precited 
pehodox Chu rove that the 
elgainatical Mission neta the 
aif of the ‘oid’ ; 


: mm poner to_(o): it is very aifficult to say 
what the retationsnhip 1s petween ‘the Palestine Orthodox 


’ Saedety and the Orthodox ‘Church in Russia. If, howevers 


the Orthodox Church could proves BS in the case of: 
(b), that the Orthodox: Society held the property on 
pehalf of or in trust for the orthodez Church in Russias 
then. the Church would. hare @ sain againat. the Society 
in. which the Palestine Government should: not. intervene. 


Se. -., To .eym UP, ,. the. position from, the point of view 

of. the Palestine Government ie as follows. low that the 
Orthodex Church has been. restored in ‘Russia, there has 
been re-established a bady capable of protecting Russian. - 
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_eocitesiastical inserestsa in Palestine: ana there 
ie no reason why government ‘gid interfere. save 
ko the extent: that 46 iatert time 

with the Latin and Greet 

interests OF pabLic Orders 

{tf the Russian geclesiastical Miasion 
andthe Palestine e x Socis fage to 
the jurisaioetion | eoutr 
roh and Patri at 
+o pe sdgudicated 
£ she Palestine 


. T have the honour to Bas 
Sire 4 
“Your mgt obediante 


7 


humble Servant» 


8d.) HAROLD MAC MICHAEL 


wiGH COMMISSIONER 
| FOR PALES PINE. 
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act a REA 


‘ ENGLOSURE 


Extract from "La Bourse Egyptienne" 


12th October, 1945. 


LE_PATRIARGHE DE MOSCOU AU _CATRE 


Le patrlarche de Moscou visitera 
le Caire. | 


| Sa grandeur qui ira en pélerinage ' 
& Jerusalem rendra visite aux patriarches - 
a’antioche et d'Alexandric. 


Cette visite qui revétra un caractére ' 
easentiellement religieux favorisera sans’ 
deute un yaffermissenent des relations entre 
ies deux Eglises orthodoxes, surtout 4 la 

wite de la reconnaissance de L'Eglise en 
-B.S.5. : 
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; Performance by Soviet officials of consular duties in 
Reeisiy \ e 3811/2091/SIpSeeo tens. 


Transmits copy of telegram from Palestine No. 248 
_ FRoMGolonial Office bo ying dated 6th May (Repeated Minister Resident, 


No. 95201/45/44 
Dated SOth May 
Received alestine. Enquires what reply should be returned to 
in oy 2na June Palestine regarding attitude to be adopted towards 
1944 imilar visits in the future. 
E.: Palestine & 
* Trans jordan 


Last Paper. oe y" Nie 
E 203) 


References. 
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Communications on this subject 
uld: be addressed to— 


THe UNDER SECRETARY OF Strate, 
COLONIAL OFFicz, 
: Lonpon, 'S.W.1. 
Nee 95201/45/44 , 
Your Reference. ; 


Palace Chambérs, : 
Bridge Street ;8.W.1. 


RO May saa? 
Sir, , 


I'am directed by Colonel Oliver Stanley 
to transmit to you, to be laid before i 
Mr Secretary Eden, a copy of a saving telegram with 
enclosure from. the Officer Administering ‘the. i 


Government of Palestine with regard to the visit to 
Jerusalem of two consular officers from the Soviet 
Legation in Cairo for the purpose of regulating 


the consular affairs of Soviet citizens residing 
in Palestine, ‘ 


‘It: will be observed from paragraph 6: of 


the saving telegram ‘that the Officer Administering 
the Government asks for instructions as to the 
attitude which he should adopt should these persons 
or other itinerant Soviet officials come to Palestine 
again to perform consular duties.’ 


Colonel Stanley would be glad to learn 
what reply, should be returned to the Officer’ 
Administering the Government of Palestine. 


The Foreign Office reference to the 
correspondence referred to in paragraph 6 is 
12842/2842/385,, 


0 
197%. am, Sir, 
Your’ most obedient servant, 


: LON, 
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, frosge 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 


*® _PRLEGRAM = 
Code, Cypher : 4 : ' SF/68/44. 


‘or Clear? Clear. : 
Route I 


From: Officer Administering To: Secretary of State. 
: : the Government. : ; 
Date despatched 6.5.44 at 1300 hrs. 


a eR 
Addressed to: Secretary of State ‘'No.248 saving SECRET, 


Repeated to: H.M's Minister Resident, Cairo No,202 saving 
H.M's Ambassador, Cairo No.203 saving. 


M.Abdel Rahman Sultanov, Second Secretary of 
Soviet Legation in Cairo, accompanied by another officer 
of that Legation arrived at Jerusalem on the 1st May. In 
conversation with officers.of this Government M. Sultanov 
stated that purposes of visit were inter alia: (a) to renew 
passports of ,certain Soviet subjects: (b) to consider grant 
of Soviet nationality to certain applicants residing in 
Palestine and (c) to-make contact with certain persons. who 
have relatives in Soviet Russia ahd may apply to him for 
information regarding the ‘whereabouts of their relatives. 
He, expressed intention of staying ten days each at Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv and Haifa. 


26 M.Sultanov also stated that until now Palestine 
was under jurisdiction of Soviet consulate at Istanbul: but in 
future it Was proposed to place. it under the Legation at Cairo. 
i He denied press reports that Soviet authorities proposed to 
i establish. a consulate in Palestine. 


_. B. ° High Gommissioner had previously been advised 
by HeM's Ambassador Cairo of this impending visit. and Lord Killearn 
gave him something of M.Sultanov's personal background which 
is no doubt known. to the Foreign Office. He is a Moslem from 
Kazan and speaks good Arabic among other languages. Personally 
he strikes one on first acquaintance as being slightly on the 
defensive but otherwise agreeable. 


4. M.Sultanov was armed with a letter to the High 
Commissioner from Mr.Novikov, the Soviet Minister at Cairo, 
stating that the two officers were visiting Palestine owing 
.to the need to settle “consular affairs concerning the 

Soviet citizens residing there". Letter concluded with 
request that those officers be assisted in all matters arising 
from their mission. 
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5. I have acknowledged the letter in terms of the copy of 
my letter enclosed herein. M.Switanov and his colleague have been - 
assisted as far as possible, e.g. in finding temporary office 
accommodation for use during visit. M.Sultanov has however been 
told tactfully that this Government cannot recognise the consular 
jurisdiction of foreign consular officers without instructions 
from His Majesty's Government. 


Reference:- 


66 I shall be grateful for instructions as to the attitude 
I should adopt should he or other itinerant Soviet officials 
come to Palestine again to perform consular duties, which may be 
a likely event. . The enclosures in Mr.J.H.Thomas's despatch No.274 
of the 12th March 1936. and Sir dohn Hall's reply No.323 of the 4th 
April 1936 cover the procedure to be followed in regard to ie 
provisional recognition pending confirmation by H.M.G. where foreign. 
consular. officers come to establish themselves here, but the present 
ease appears to pe different. : 


, 


2nd May, 1944. 


Sir, = 


In the temporary absence fpom Palestine of His Excellency 
the High Commissioner I have the our to acknowledge with 
thanks the receipt of your lett No.118 of the 26th April which 
Your Excellency was good enou to send by the hand of Monsieur — 
Abdourahman Soultanov who, gether with Monsieur Gnedyh, called 
upon me today. : Ao ek ‘ 


‘ . 


I note that Messieurs Soultanov and Gnedyh will undertake 
for the People's Commissariat of Foreign Affairs of the U.S.S.R. 
the ftegulating of consular affairs concerning Soviet eitizens 
dwelling in Palestine. The Government of Palestine will be happy 
to give to Messieurs Soultanov and Gnedyh, during their stay in 
this country, 411 possible help and support in the. questions 
appertaining to-their mission. . 


In begging Your Exc@liency to accept the assurance of my 
highest consideration, / ‘ 


/I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your Bxcellency's 
obedient servant, 
(Sgd.) J.V.W. SHAW 
‘ OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE 
, GOVERNMENT. 
His Excellency, ; 
. Monsieur’ N,Novikoff, 
Minister of the Union of are 
Soviet Socialist Republics Egypt, CAIRO. 
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The Under~Seeretary of State, 
Colonial Office. : 


-~ 
Ce 


Poreign Uffices, 
8.8.1. 


Vth July, 1944. 


Avs 


In reply to your letter No. 95201/45/44 of the 
30th May regarding the visit of two Soviet consular 
officials to kaleatine, i am directed by Mr. Secretary 

eh to atete that the action taken by the Officer 
Administering the Government of Palestine in this 
matter gcems to have been entirely correct. te far 
as the Foreign Office is concerned, there is no 
objection to furth oteasional visits of this’ 
nature being paid to relestine by Soviet officials 
in egypt provided that formal notification of saech 
visita is always mace in advance to the Goverment 
of Palestine, through His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Cairo. Mr. Eden wovld, however, be glad if he could 
pe kept closely informcd of these visits and of the 
activities of the Soviet officials concerned. 


Ze Ho rmiesi 11a be given to establish any 
Soviet consulur, prope or press egeney officer 
or any other offi 1 agency in velestine withou. 
Dé refere to the Foreign Office. 
Oe. Copies of this letter are being sent to His 
Meg sty’s Ambassador, Cairo and to th esident 
Minister, Hicdle haste 

Zz am, 


P, ; 
our obedient Servant, 


CW hex 
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Registry } ‘ 
Number [ % 4496/2091/5 
FROM 
Colonial. 
‘Office. 
No. 
95201/45/44- 
Dated 26th July, 1944.0: 
Received ‘e7th July,» 
in Registry 1944. 
E:Palestine 
and Transjordan. 
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activities:.in Palestine of soviet Consular Officers. 
Refers to Foreign Office letter of 7th July 

(E 3311/2091/81).. Transmits excerpts from a Police 

report on the activities of two soviet Consular 

officers on their visit to Palestine during May 

Included therein is ‘a police appreciation of the 

visit and rumours about the reasons for this visit.. 


(Minutes.). 
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munications on this subject 


yb c. 
addressed to -—~ 


(DER-SECRETARY OF COLONIAL OFFICE. 


STATE, 


and the following number quoted : TRQUWSXMIGORT, 


Palace Chambers, 
Youn Rermenes B33L1/2091/21. Bridge Street, 
: —Saele 


| duly, 19ib. 
SECRET. : : Ayo} 


Sir, 


With reference to your 
Letter of the 7th of July regarding 
the visit of two Soviet, consular 
officials to Palestine, I am directed 
by Colonel Oliver Stanley to transmit 
to you, to be Laid before ‘ 
Mr. Secretary Eden, excerpts from a 
—— “police report on the activities of 
these two officials during their 
stay in Palestine. : 


I am, 
Sir, : 
Your most obedient servant, 
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EXCERPTS FROM POLICE REPORT ON VISIT TO PALESTINE 


OF ABDUL RAHMAN. SULTANOV AND. VLADIMIR GNEIDVEH SOVIET 
CONSULAR OFFICIALS 


30th April, 1944. 


During the afternoon, Gershon Swet of “Hataretz" 
telephoned Sultanov and obtained an interview on the 
strength of his book on Soviet - Yishuv relations. At 
the interview, which took place in the evening and 
was of short duration, a press communique, denying that 
Sultanov was here to open a Consulate, was’ formulated.. 
Swet also persuaded Sultanov to visit the Jewish Agency on 
the morrowe He appears to have been rather reluctant to 
make this call, and only agreed to do so after the’ 


precedent set by Maisky, Litvinov, etc., had been pointed 


out to him. 


1 May, 19s. 


Visited the Jewish Agency at 9.45 aem., and was 
received by Ben Gurion, Kaplan and Dobkin., During the 
conversation, Ben Gurion put the following’ questions:~ 


(a) Would the Soviet Government be prepared to 
allow a Zionist delegation to visit Russia 
to contact Russian Jewry with ° view to the 
emigration to Palestine of Russian Zionists? 


‘Whether the registration of Soviet citizens upon 
which Sultanov was engaged, would result in the 
call-up of Soviet nationals for service with the 
Red Armys i 


Would, the Soviet Government agree to facilitate 
the emigration to Palestine of thousands of Jews 
exiled to Siberia for alleged Zionist activity, 
the majority of whom were not Soviet citizens 
put war refugees under Russian protectione 


Sultanov replied that he was here only to register 
Soviet Citizens and could not give an opinion on matters 
of policy. He would, if sodesired, transmit a memorandun 
to his Government. He then asked for facilities to viat 


Jewish 
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Jewish settlements and industries, hinting that Russia - 


“would be interested in an exchange of trade with Palestine; 
‘particularly pharmaceutical products which had becar well 


known in Russia asa result of the ny" peague's "Ald to 
Russia” campaign. It is said that the meeting ended in a 
rather tense atmosphere, due to Ben Gurion's persistent- 
and pertinent quest ionse 


At 10.45 he visited the Officer Administering the 
Goverment and returned to his hotel at 12 noone 


6th May, LO. 


Attended a small reception given by the NAnti-Fascist 
League" which was attended by about 30 people’ including; 
Abdullah Bandak,; Aklil Hashem, Rashida Maswadi, Omar Saleh 
Barghouty ana Arab and Jewish journalists. He spoke on : 
life in Russia today ang studiously avoided politics, although 
it is said that when omar Saleh Barghouty asked him for his 
opinion of the Palestine question, he replied ta child knows 
the answer; the country belongs to its people.” 


Tth May, Loe 


Abdulla Bandak handed hima memorandum for para jalln 
Hilu, Secretary of the Levant Gommunist Party, which contained: 


(a) an invitation to Beirut to meet embers of the 
Syrian and Lebanese Communist parties; | 


(b}) a request that Russia take the Christian communities | 
of Syria and Lebanon under her protection; : 


(ec) the statement that the Communists of Syria and 
Lebanon are working for the full independence of 
these ‘countries, but cannot as yet, obtain 4 
guarantee that the minorities will receive full 
hts of self-~determination. : 

* (a) the statement that the Communists in the Levant 
States fully support French policy and that h@s 
Farajallah Hilu, is confident that Russia could 
pe persuaded to endorse this supporte 


2nd May, 19. 
Received a deputation of the PeKePe = Meir Slonim, 
8 
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Dr. Biletsky and Eliezer Fidel. During an. interview, 
which lasted an hour .and a half, Biletsky expounded‘on 

the party's present position, orga isation md programme; 

he dwelt particularly upon the Split between Arabs and Jews 
within the party. At the conclusion of the interview 

he handed Sultanov a memorandum of tne points discussed. 


26th May, 19st. 


“Visited by members of the "V" League who took him on 
a tour of Nathanya, Mataboroth and Kfar Vitk 


Attended a reception given by the Arab Club in Jaffa. 
Amongst those present were; Habib Homsi, Dr. Subhi Hamadeh, 
Daoud el Eissa, Mustafa Taher and. other Jaffa notables. 


He was questioned on the life of Moslems in Russia; 
number, freedom of worship, etc., which he answered. ‘ 
When asked how many Moslem Generals were serving in the 
Red Army, he declined to answer. To the question “Why 
is the Russian Government facilitating the emigration of 
Jews to Palestine when vast tracts of land in Russia 
remained undeveloped" he replied, "That is not my business". 


‘Supplement. (Police Appreciation of visit and it's effect.) 
A. Reason for vis 
Registration of Soviet citizens residing Palestine, 
e Rainowrad reasons for ‘visite 


le Establishment of a Soviet Consulate in Palestine. 
Sultanov' denied this but it is quite possible 
that: he was testing the ground. 


To investigate political, social and economic 
conditions in Palestine vis a vis the Jews and 
the Arabs of 19 May 44). This is probably 
correct. gix weeks is a long time for the 
‘registration of the estimated 200 Soviet citizens 
in Palestine. 
-fTo ascertain what attitude the Orthodox Church 
would take to Russia's‘resumption of -her former 
religious posttion in Palestine. 


AVE Be 


-1, “In Tel Aviv; David Remez, Secretary of the Histadruth 
Vaad Hapoel. ( 


20[ Io Jerusalem; he received a delegation of Polish 
{Patriots composed of Josef Brode and Kirtiklis. He 
Ble most reluctant to grarit them an‘ interview, but was 
eventually persuaded by the Czech Consul who stressed 
that the meeting would be kept most secret. He" 
; promised nothing but the transhlesion of their 
ot memorandum to the Cairo Legation. They offered their 
: services if the Soviet should open a Consultate in 
Palestine. 


a } 3, In Jerusalem; a Polish refugee, Josef Rynkiewiez, 
normally resident in Tel Aviv, came to Jerusalem for 
\ the second week in May and was a frequent visitor; 
: : . one interview lasted three hours. 


lk, In Jerusalem; an Armenian, Aghian, presented himself 
for registration. Sultanov engaged him in conversation 
and urged him to persuade other Armenians to register. 
Aghian was the only one to do so. 


blic feeling 


The Jewish public appeared to be apathetic 
their attitude towards, Sultanov's visit. . Having 
ascertained the reason for his visit and the limited 
‘powers he held on the a after his arrival, the- 
Jewish Agency made no further effort to contact him.’ 
Representatives of the Communist and affiliated 
parties called upon him,, but the only organisation 
that took him up the "V" League, which arranged 
office accommodation, tours and entertainment inthe 
evening during the time he was in Tel Aviv.” - In 
Haifa, the Orthodox Club filled the same function. 
In Jerusalem he was left, much to himself. 
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Some Arabs aré said to be in strong support of 
Russia and were keen to medt her representative, It 
is also said that they regard Russia as the power 
succeeding Germany and Italy as the supporter of 
Arab national aspirations. 
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The Russian Christian Community were most. interested 
in his visit, but made no effort to contact him; 
neither did he make any approaches to theme 


Soviet activities. 


During conversations he is said to have mentioned: 


5 Thet a Soviet Press Agency. may be set up 10 Palestin 
2, that a delegation of presidents of Municipal Councils 
in Russia will shortly be visiting the Middle Baste 

Palestine will be ineluded in their _tinerarye 


Personal attitude. 


Strongly anti-Fascist and keen to get on with 
the job in hand - the defeat of the Axis. Most 
guarded in his speech, avoiding politics and any 
controversial, matter. 


He was ‘not keen on meeting re entatives: 
of the various organisations, and apparently 
suffered the "V" League's ministrations as the Line 
of least resistance. 


He appeared to enjoy the company of ndividual 
Arabs; ‘much of his free time in Tel aviv-was spent 
in paying social calls in Jaffa 


Although the acting District Commissioner did 
all in his power to assist him to obtain office 
accommodation Mr, Sultanov frequently expressed 
irritation at the failure of the Authorities to 
instantly provide him with suitable offices. 


Registry Rapproachment between Russian monks in Palestine 
Number h 5665/2091/31 with Moscow Patriarchate. ° 
; ; . Copy of letter from Mr. Eastwood to Canon 
FROM Golonial Office Douglas, replying to his of the 24th August (within) 
“communicated. regarding a rapprochement between Russian ecclesiastics 
‘No. : ; and the Orthodox Patriarchate in Russia, about which 
75945/44 : : there is no information. Encloses a copy of a news 
Dated-2th Septe »1944. item from La Bourse Egyptieme of 12th October 1945, 
’ Received ; regarding the proposed visit to Jerusalem of the ; 
\in Registry eth aie ‘Patriarh of Moscow, which did not, however, materialise. 
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75045/44 


hag saue' to me to reply to as I aa in charge of. the 
; : Serer eens of thie office which deal's with Palestine | 
: : : , ax Be 


I am sorry thet we have no intonation 
about the degree of rapprochement, If any, be tween 
Russian ecclesiastics or ceclesiastical bodies in 
Pelestine end the Orthodox Patriarchate in Ruadia, 
now that it has been recognised by the Coavernment 
of the Union ef Soviet Socialist Republica, ‘The 
High Commiseioner for Paleatine sent uw a copy of 
a news item fron La Bourse wsyptienne of the : 
12th Ceteber, 1943 (capy enelosed) to. the effect that 
‘the Patriarch of. Moscow was then contaupinting a 
piigrimage to Jerugeloms fo such visit, however, 
has teken place up te date 


his is all we have bearing on the mutters 
Copies of your, letier and thie replys however, are 
peing forvarded to the Foreign Office An case they 
ere in qa position to furnish any additional 
informations 
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GHURCH OF ENGLAND COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIGNS 


G, Vicarage Roads 
Londons SeWel4s 


24th August, 194¢6° 


‘Dear re Achesons 


In a document whieh I have just received ¢ 
from America it is stated that the Russian monks 
@ho have charge of the Russian Chureh property in 
Jerusalem and Palestine have been reconciled with 
the Moscow Patriarchate in order to avoid legal 
process on the part of the: U.563eRe authorities for 
the gurrender of those properties. Have you any 
information on the matter? 


{f the Russian monks have been becoming 
reconciled to the Russian Patriarchate we should be 
surprised but we should be particularly interes ted 
to know whether they have become 606 

Youra sincerely, 


John Douglas 
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Registry ; Rapproachment between Russian monks in Palestine and . 
Resi 5945/2091/88. | Moscow Patriarchate... 
: ow Copy of letter of 13th September from Canon 
FROMColonial Office Dadtglas to Mr. Eastwood (Colonial Office- and 
Communicated. reply of 26th September acknowledging receipt of 
No.” j | further information contained in formers letter as to. 
75945/44. 


possibility of rapproachment between Russian monks 


Dated in Palestine and hioscow Patriarchate. 


Received os F Sept.1944, 


in Regishy Soon gept. 1944. 
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13th qacenagent 


“Dear aire aseitn 


: eause of ay: writing Acheson 
agraph:45 6 Swiss; 
Bovement bulletin:to the 
effect that the Ruasjang’ in Palestine 
fad been reconciled, to: the Patriarch 
a, pags. aabality which an: view of. the: 
reise of: the Ruesiang® in EeLeeyane 


when She Oe eriores Rudetan Couneil of 


ice to me: Aighty:. inprobablee 


I received. a, letter: 
SiS Jeracaien dated 
an cwhigh he meeee ae 


expe 
that the Mosaow Patri: 
UsSeSeBe. Government: ce 
ore intitle to. the Tasers: ‘are 
O° ccalaet eae soernS, \ 
as 
ngers. 


to. 
that 
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“Boviet.. hands 
, given any: answer, as T fear that by 


: ne ms 

tract from letter to Ganon JA. 

row the Bishop’ in Jerusalem dated 
eptenber @nd 19445 9 


‘Phe recent visit to Jerusalem 
gee a Pepresentative: ‘of nh 
ov 


“pr a dnd r 
“the Raweian. Beclesiagt 


paths who dbviously «fe 
made BpOR: ‘thGee: py 


prope: thee’ were wegiotenee eoeore 
@.last ‘wer in'the name of ‘the ‘Tsar 
the Russian Mission: — 
3 n Béelésiastical Society. 
T haves o£ courses, no knowledge of 
what would happen should the Sovict 
agent claim them in the 
courts. Father Lavarus, an ex-Anglice 
priest (forwerly the Rev.Kdgar Moore) 
who is now with: the Archimendrite 
Anthony in charge of the Geclesiactical 
Mission, cane to see me recently to . 
ask if T would be prepared to accept 
custody. of certain altar vessels and 
books to prevent their falling | Anto 
T have nos. as yet; 


"soviet. hands", he meant:equelly the 
hands of any representative aes the 
Patriarchal CHUNG Hs yy 
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(2. should be: grateful. for your 
advice. in this,as I think it..is.not 
unlikely that. the matter may come. 
toa head. goons . 1 am-anxious: to. 
help the Russian Church in derusalen 


--80..faP as -Icany.but it. would seem «: 


clearly. wrong. forme, to ald and abet. . 
them in refusing any allegiance to 
tarchate. of Moescovs which. -- 

- wishops have recognized, Tf 
enquined.of. Father Lagurue ag.to the 
pres whereabouts of the Metropolitan 
Anastaaey and was told that he was 
somewhere in Yugo+slavia; but thet 
they had had no news: of:him for a 
long times 
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4 1 : ; ; 
Number J® 6130/2091/3ldRussian attitude towards Palestine. 


‘ TELEGRAM FROM 


7th Octe, 
1944. 
Palestine and 


Refers to his telegram No, 5453 (E 6133/25/89). 
“Wallace Murray has enquired whe ther His errs 
Government have any evidence of Russian attitu e ree 
towards Palestine and Zionism. Requests information. 


Trans jordan. 


{Action | 
completed.) 


But the evidence at 


(Minuls 


It would seem that the 
years had hopes of a chang 
consistent hostility which 
towards Zionism for 20 


Zionists have. in recent 
e in the attitude of 


the ‘Soviet have shown 
years. 


the most important bit of evidence in ‘ fee 

this direction is the friendly Russian attitude 

towards Hashamer Hatzair (a moderate organisation 

favouring a “duo~national"! state in Palestine) as 

against the Zionist Labour Party which aims at a 

Jewish State. The Soviet has, in particular, been 

supplying the H.H. paper "Mishmar" with news while 

refusing the same facilities to "Daver", It ‘would 

therefore seem that the Russians think they can do 

better by cultivating their relations with the Arabs 

and $0 increasing their influence over ‘the whole M.K. 

rather than by backing up the Jews. ‘The Russians may 

have observed that the Zionists have not been ‘ 

conspicuously grateful or help 

Imperialist-Capitalists" 

in the past as the real p 

they may think that if we 

they would be well advised 
If the Russians wish ¢ 

i.E. to favour their ambiti 

that they willuse the afc 

of the Orthodox Patria chate) the Orthodox Christians. 


E our disposal about thése matters 
41S So vague that we can not make move than a tentative 
guess at the probable direction of Russian policy, | 
which is always capable of fairly quick changes. 

Yt above analysis , for thick Ml” Beckey 4 tary ly 
244, 4h, 3s conpecthend friend | we oright ecihir ath 


Kart Kabjoxn t= Ge MY Mapay fe, or woe eight ferrt agh. 
Ste A. chrk Kerr for hearted « 


not to 


, 
H Mn 


* 28986 #.0.P. 


{ 
| 


mere 
We ba 


“2 
if 


P bale alk 


 omaxer dill 
ay 


we 
ss 


NOISSIWYId LNOHLIA ATWIIHdVESOLOHD aaonaoud3d 38 Ol LOW ~ AHDTYAGOD 


6yLOV/ELE OA 


~reouarafay 


FO 371/40149 


E REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERHI 


COPYRIGHT - HOT TO 8B 


REPETITION OF ae 
(Date) 
(Despatched). 


REGISTRY 
ra 
BR ZF oie PA 


(1) CYPHER Room, 
Foreren OFFICE. 


the posts shown below telegram No 


oct’ 


Please repeat to 


(2). Division CONCERNED (FOR ARCHIVES). . 


eres 


oO 
ef 
oa 
© 
<r 
a 
5 ae 
he 
+8] 
12) 
LL. 


zz 
> 
a 
rey 
us | 
ce 
= 
> 
fey 
= 
oad 
= 
> 
a 
a 
= 
oO 
x 
a 
< 
ce 
oO 
° 
e 
o 
= 
a 
= 
rr) 
o 
> 
i=) 
f=} 
ona 
a. 
rr) 
Ca 
Ww 
a 
° 
e 
- 
t= 
= 
1 
= 
oO 
oe 
> 
a 
oS 
o 


rin nr apnetnss Sent Ae NRERDENN Hy 


[This telegram is of particular 
retained by the authorised reci 


[Cypher] 


secrecy. and should be 

pient and not passed on] 
WAR CABINET DISTRIBU TON 

. FROM WASHINGTON TO FORRIGN OFFICE 

The Harl of Halifax. 0D, 12.35 a.m, 6th October, 1944, 

No. 5434, 

: Re 9.15 a.m, 6th October, 1944, 

5th October, 1944, 


as [ain 
Uy immediately preceding. telegram, 


When speaking of the sudden growth of Russian . 
influence in the Levant States, Wallace Murray enqiired 
whether we had any recent evidence of Russian attitude 
towards Palestine and the Zionism question, ..As you know, 


he has been particularly ig ters ‘over Palestine, Is 
there anything I can say to hin? 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


[Cypher] WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
. [0 FOREIGN OFFIC 
The Earl of Halifax, D, 12.35 a.m, 6th October, 1944. 


No. 8454. 
: : Re 9.25 a.m. 6th October, 1944, 
5th October, 1944, / / . 


My immediately preceding telegraits 


When speaking of the sudden growth of Russian 
influence in the Levant States, Wallace iiurray enqired 
whether we had any recent evidence of Russian attitude 
towards Palestine and the Zionism question. As you know, 


-he has been particularly ag (herd over Palestine, Is 


there anything I can say to 


0.T.P. 
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[Cypher] 
it FROM GN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON. 


N@. 9045. 
16th Oeteber, 1944, 
Repeated to Moscow Neg115, Saving 


Cairo No.144 Saving 
Jerusalem Saving 


De 4450 Pette 17th Oct 


CONF TDi 


Your telegram No,5454 [of Octeber 5th*Russian attitude 
as regards Palestine], 


' Soviet Legation in Caire have shown some interest in 
Palestine ‘and Secretary Sultanev has visited the cauntry. 

But we have no indi¢ation ef official Soviet attitude 

towards Palestine, Sultanov was approached by Zionists while 
in Palestine but according to our information carefully 
aveided: committing himself, Russian attitude tewards Arabs 
in Levant States has been much mere forthcoming, but it is 
premature as yet to judge definitive Soviet attitude to 
preblems of the area, where they have only reeently begun to 
be represented, You may tell VYallace Murray this confidentially 
and say that if he receives any indications which weuld 
interest us, we should be interested if he cared te pass then 
en, 
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is A, 


Notes. on Russian Church property in Palestine and_ 
Visit.to a Polish camp at Kincardine. 


Cees Encloses copies of correspondence with 
Cee oe ese Bishop of Jerusalem and Father Lazarus about 
Stratton ie ue : Russian Church property in Palestine and also 
ca fankere report on a visit to the Polish Special Camp at 
Haney Kincardine made by Provost of St. Mary's 


Dated’ Confidential 
Received Dist Sep.19 Cathedral, Edinburgh. 


in Registry 25th Sep.1 94, 


E: Palestine and 
Trans jordan 


Number 


Registry } E 6320/2091/31 
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2% CHURCH OF ENGLAND COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS re 
(Established at the request of the Church Assembly by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 7932). 


President : icarage Road, : ‘ Vice-President : 
The Archbishop of Canterbury. 246,-GHURCH HOUSE, The Archbishop of York. 
WESTVINSTER, 


Chatrman : fos Hon, Gepiéral Secretary : 
The Bishop of Gloucester, as Canon ).'A. Douglas. 
The Palace, Gloucester. =sor- PRO. 1457 oo, soho. alleles should be addressed 


September, 1944 


Y WETHOUyT 


‘ Herewith copies of an extract from a-lettéer 
Jerusalem to myself and. of the letter from Fathe? Lazarus to 
he refers, In casei%, may interest you I enclose also some notes 
of caution which I wrote for my Archbishop.and others who may be 
coneerned as hosts ofi the possible visit of a delegation from the 
Moscow Patriarchate to London,which visit before he left for lioscow 
fortnight ago, Mr. Teplo of the U.S.5,R, Smbassy forecast as 
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probable in late October or early November, 


Finally I enclose ‘two copies of the report of our visit to the 
olish Camp at Kincardine. 


with thanks for the pleasure of your ear at lunch today. 


C PHO 
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MF. Hankey Esq. ’ 
Foreign Office, 
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HUSSTAN CHURCH PROPERTY IN ParesTINE So 
UGH PROPERTY IN PALESTINE 


CONFIDENTIAL communication from the Bishop in Jerusalem to Canon 
Douglas dated 2nd September, 1944, Extract. 


"The recent visit to Jerusalem of a Tepresentative.of the Soviet 
Government, who is known to have been making a schedule of Russian 
properties, has considerably alarmed the Russian Ecclesiastical 
Mission here, who obviously fear that a claim may be made upon those 
properties which have hitherto been administered by the District 
Commissioner on behalf of the palestine Government, I believe it 
to be the ease that these properties were registered before the last 
war in the name of the Tsar as trustee for the Russian Mission and ; 
the Russian Ecclesiastical Society. I have, of course, no knowledge 
of what would happen should the Soviet agent clain them in the ; 
Palestine courts. Father Lazarus, an, 6x-Anglican priest (formerly 
the Rev. Edgar Moore) who is how with the Archimandrite Anthony in 
~charge of the Ecclesiastical Mission, came to see me recently -to 
ask if I would be prepared to accept custody of certain altar vessds 
and books to prevent their falling into Soviet hands, I have not as 
yet given any answer, as I fear that by "Soviet hands", he meant 
equally the hands:of any representative of the Patriarchal Chureh, 


I should be grateful for your advice in this, as I think it not - 
unlikely that the matter May come to a head soon, I am anxious to 
help the Russian Church in Jerusalem so far as I can, but it would 
Seem Clearly wrong for me to aid and abet them in refusing any 
allegiance’ to the Patriarchate of Moscow, which our Archbishops have 
recognised, I enquired of Father Lazarus as to the present where~ 
abouts of the Metropolitan Anastassy, and was told that he was some~ 


where in Yugoslavia, but that they had had no news of hin for a long 
time,” 


CILY CONFIDE! 


tke Bishop in Jerusalein to Ganon 
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ded him as locum tenens, but. was almost at onee ested and 
to Siberia, However, the Church continued to recognise pie a8 
the lawful successor of the Potriurch, ‘ i 
Soviet 
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}' The Very Reverend Ivor 2 


sit to the Polish Syvecia Ringold neerdine 
i s nedral, Edinburgh 


the Provost of St. 3 
» Conon JefeDouplas and 


the Reverend JU. Dakin on Nondes -Hucust L5th, 19d + 


To the Lord Archbishop of Canterbtury. 


Your Grace, 


Ukrai 


les we peid e« visir 
Thursday's August 17th, 
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we assured them that whatever they Yous would be treated with 
the fulness of complete confidences and that we 4id not even desire 
to kugw thoir individual namcs. We thew invite? thom to sec us 
cither singly or in couples} which inviteiion though reoviterated 
to all, wes accepted by mint, whom we intorvicwet, only Bighop - 
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discriminated ogeinst either on account of their aio nationality 
or on account of their religion. Thoush they aciaittcd that to sive 
then special lceve and facility to co so would heve been difficult 
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and exprossod thenselves as woll treated and as being in ca: 
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/ii4/ While our saying so may approatvh inp 
Savva who is obviously beloved as a devoted and unders¢ancing Pa- 
ther-in-God by oll the men whon we interviewed, may be trusted 
ta have carcd for and in the future to cere for his people in the 
-Bylish exe forcess and his assurance tant in overy wey the Polish 


_huthoritics heve given to nin ond ere giving hin every froodon 
and Pacility to carry out his spirituel charge is to be accep- 
Cd» : 

/iiii/ In consoquence we report to the Lora Prinus and to 
lis Grace the archbishop of Centeroury that the rumours which 
wo were com2zissioned to investigate are baseless ard without 
fowrxlatione 


JOH £+ DOUGLAS 
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J DENT DARTE 
5/ With Provast Remsoy we have signed the shove report an 


beg to remain 


Your Graces 


Yours dutifully, 


JOHN A. DOUGLAS 


J.DEMJanIe Dakin 
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16th August, 194. 
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Thank you so much f 
Letter of September 2ist 
ending me the oapers’ 
you so Kindly enclos 


I very gre 
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(Signed) ReM. HANKE 
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Padened fb 6364/2091/31 | Russian Ghurech property in Palestine. 
ERqgpstal. Telegraph Copy of letter from Ganon Douglas to Reverend 
nsorshi Pomkins of 2nd October intercepted in the Cénsorship. Pe ae 
communicated. Encloses extract from a letter from the Bishop of See it ‘ 
No. Jerusalem concerning Russian Church property, there 
which is in danger of being claimed by Soviet 
Government. Canon Douglas requests advice as to 
‘Received 148th. Oct whether he should accept custody of certain altar 
in Regisiry | ; Mi vessels and books to prevent their falling into 
Soviet hands. 
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